
The Bartram Trail

1.  Hale Ridge Road to Rabun Bald - 4.2 miles
2.  Rabun Bald to Saltrock Gap - 2.0 miles
3.  Saltrock Gap to Wilson Gap - 3.0 miles
4.  Wilson Gap to Courthouse Gap - 5.0 miles
5.  Courthouse Gap to Warwoman Dell - 3.5

miles
6.  Warwoman Dell to Sandy Ford Road - 9.5

miles
7.  Sandy Ford Road to Earl’s Ford Road - 3.0

miles
8.  Earl’s Ford Road to Highway 28 - 7.5 miles

              Total length = 37.7 miles

For additional information contact:

US Forest Service
Tallulah Ranger District
809 Highway 441 South

Clayton, GA  30525
(706) 782-3320

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political
beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all
programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET
Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-
W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call
(202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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The Bartram Trail

Two hundred years ago naturalist and explorer
William Bartram roamed the southern wilder-
ness of Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and
Alabama.  He studied the plants and animals of
the region and recorded many of his findings in
his journal, The Travels of William Bartram.
Hikers today can experience parts of William
Bartram’s spectacular journey along the 37 mile
portion of the Bartram Trail in the Tallulah
Ranger District.

The Bartram Trail, a National Recreation Trail,
stretches from the Georgia-North Carolina line
over the summit of Rabun Bald to the West Fork
of the Chattooga River.  Through references in
Bartram’s Journal to landmarks such as water-
falls, rivers, and mountaintops, the trail was lo-
cated as near as could be determined to Bartram’s
actual route.

Trail Route

The Northern end of the Georgia section of the
Bartram Trail begins on Hale Ridge Road near
the Georgia-North Carolina line.  It heads south-
west for about three miles across the headwaters
of Holcomb Creek.  It then joins an old jeep road
at Beegum Gap and follows it down a ridge one
mile to Rabun Bald, Georgia’s second highest
mountain at 4,696 feet.

At Rabun Bald, the trail goes southwest for about
seven miles following the Tennessee Valley Di-
vide and provides several vistas with beautiful
views of the surrounding Blue Ridge mountains.
At Courthouse Gap, the trail turns southeast and
follows Finney Creek and Martin Creek for about
three miles where a turn back to the west takes
the trail to the crossing of Warwoman Road into
Warwoman Dell Picnic Area.

From Warwoman Dell, it winds in a generally
easterly direction.  When it reaches Sandy Ford
Road, the trail turns north along the Chattooga
River for about three miles to Earl’s Ford Road.
From Earl’s ford Road, the trail continues near
the river corridor until it crosses the west fork
and ends on Highway 28 at the Georgia/s. Caro-
lina state line. The trail is moderate in difficulty.

Camping

There are several primitive back country camp-
sites located along the trail. Camping is not al-
lowed with in 50 feet of the Chattooga River or
its tributaries. No amenities are provided at back
country sites. Water sources are abundant along
the trail, but all water should be treated before
drinking.

Fishermen and hunters hiking the trail should
keep in mind that the trail enters the Warwoman
Wildlife Management Area.  Trout seasons, lim-
its, and regulations often differ from statewide
regulations.  For up-to-date information on
Georgia’s fishing regulations contact:

GA. Dept. of Natural Resources
2150 Dawsonville Highway

Gainesville, GA  30501
(770) 535-5498

Please help preserve the beauty of the
Bartram Trail.  Carry out all litter and
leave no trace of your presence.
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